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HISTORY OF INNOVATION CAMPUS

Source: Milwaukee County Land Information 
Office  ς1937 Aerial Photo

1849 ïGregg Farm purchased by Milwaukee County (ñCountyò) to develop 

facilities for the poor, including:

- Hospital - Home for Dependent Children - Sanitarium

- School - Insane Asylum



HISTORY OF INNOVATION CAMPUS

1963ïU.S. Highway 45/41 was constructed, bifurcating the County Grounds

Source: Milwaukee County Land Information Office ςAerial Photo ~1963
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HISTORY OF INNOVATION CAMPUS

2010ïWauwatosa Common Council adopts general development guidelines and a 

site plan for Innovation Campus, which includes the former site of the school and 

Home for Dependent Children; Approves creation of tax-incremental financing 

district (TIF) for Innovation Campus

February 2011ïUWM acquires 

89 acres of Milwaukee County 

Grounds to develop a new College 

of Engineering and Applied Science 

Campus; Enters into Development 

Agreements with both Milwaukee 

County and City of Wauwatosa for 

public-private research park

- Includes ~11-acre butterfly 

conservancy easement (Habitat 

Protection Area)

- Construction of site 

infrastructure and master 

campus stormwater facilities

Source: UWMREF ςOriginal Master Plan



HISTORY OF INNOVATION CAMPUS

May 2014 ïABB Building completed 

(first private-sector development on 

Campus)

June 2014 ïUWM Innovation 

Accelerator building completed

October 2016 ïFirst of six new Echelon 

Apartments buildings completed

January 2017 ïResidence Inn by 

Marriott completed
Source: UWMREF ς2017 Site Plan



HISTORY OF INNOVATION CAMPUS

December 2018 ïWauwatosa Common 

Council adopts the Life Sciences District 

Master Plan

December 2019 ïWauwatosa Common 

Council approves rezoning of Sanctuary 

Woods to a conservancy

PresentïWith no State of Wisconsin 

financial resources allocated to this initiative 

through multiple State budget cycles, a pivot 

in direction for this site is necessary for 

Milwaukee County and the City of Wauwatosa 

to offer a unique location for businesses and 

other supportive uses that will generate much 

needed tax base, high-value employment and 

community benefits

ÅUWM to retain a 6.8-acre site for possible 

future academic use

Source: City of Wauwatosa ςLife Sciences District Framework Plan



HISTORY OF INNOVATION CAMPUS

89-acre UWM Innovation Campus inlayed with Irgens 25-acre development parcel

2010 2020

Source: Milwaukee County Land Information Office ςAerial Photo 2020Source: Milwaukee County Land Information Office ςAerial Photo 2010

- Existing bio-filtration ponds to remain as constructed










































